
 
 

Vizsla Club of America 
Judges Education Mentor Requirements 

 
The Judges Education Committee (JEC) of the Vizsla Club of America (VCA) maintains a list of 
approved breed mentors for the purpose of teaching interested parties (e.g., prospective 
judges) about the Vizsla breed. Mentors must meet the specified criteria and must agree to 
abide by a set of principles and requirements associated with being a breed mentor. Most 
breed mentors will conduct ringside mentoring or kennel visits. A smaller subset of experienced 
mentors will also present seminars to groups of prospective judges. 
 
Criteria to apply to become a VCA breed mentor are as follows: 

1. Be an individual or family member in good standing of the VCA; 
2. Owned Vizslas and participated in conformation and performance events for at least 12 

years; 
3. Bred, whelped, and raised at least 5 litters in home (not just co-bred) in accordance with 

the VCA Code of Ethics; 
4. Produced at least 5 champions and 5 dogs with performance titles (at least one of which 

must be a field title); 
5. Attended at least 4 specialty shows in the last 5 years, with at least 1 of those being the 

National Specialty; 
6. Be comfortable talking to people about the breed and using correct canine terminology 

and the language of the breed standard; 
7. Willingness to offer kennel visits; 
8. Willingness to have follow-up discussions with mentees/prospective judges and observe 

new judges with the goal of providing useful feedback. 
 
Training Required to become a mentor of the VCA includes: 

1. Attend a JEC Vizsla seminar at least once every 5 years; 
2. Sit with and observe an approved JEC mentor during a mentoring session (one time or 

more, as needed); 
3. Complete the AKC’s Canine College course of the Vizsla (this requirement may be 

fulfilled via a virtual meeting with the JEC Chair); 



4. Complete the AKC’s Canine College anatomy course and exam (course is free; exam is 
$35); 

5. Attend an annual Zoom call to discuss the mentoring process as well as expectations of 
mentors. 

 
Principles that Mentors of the VCA agree to abide by include: 

1. Discussions about the breed will be from a positive position and focus primarily on the 
positive attributes of the Vizsla without bias regarding specific breeders, owners, or 
exhibitors; 

2. Maintaining behavior that is objective and ethical and avoids self-promotion or 
promotion of a particular dog, kennel, or pedigree. Mentors will point out the positive 
as well as negative aspects of different dogs in a professional, unbiased manner. 

3. Mentoring is consistent with the written standard for the Vizsla and the VCA’s JEC 
materials; 

4. Commitment to continuing education, to include attending a JEC seminar on the Vizsla 
at least once every 5 years; 

5. Ensuring AKC ringside observation/mentoring/tutoring forms are completed at the time 
of the engagement; 

6. Ensuring the JEC Chair receives the name(s) of all persons who have received mentoring 
along with a scanned copy or photo of the completed relevant form within 1 week of 
the mentoring engagement. 

 
Process for Approving breed mentors: 

1. The JEC Chair receives and reviews the applications and approves mentors. The JEC 
Chair will respond to applicants regarding the status of their applications. Applications 
will be reviewed on at least a monthly basis, as needed.  

2. The JEC Chair is responsible for ensuring mentors complete all required training. 
3. The JEC Chair is responsible for ensuring the list of mentors is kept current and shared 

with the VCA Board of Directors, the VCA webmaster, and the AKC on at least a 
quarterly basis. 
 

Note: All current breed mentors will be asked to apply under the new process if they are 
interested in remaining breed mentors. 
 
Companion Document: 

• Mentor Application 
 


