
 
 

Versatility Obedience Test Overview 
 

Eligibility: The Versatility Program is only available to Vizslas. Neutered dogs and spayed 

bitches are eligible to enter. AKC and PAL registered dogs are eligible. 

 

Minimum entry age: Six months of age 

 

Purpose of test: This is a test of basic obedience ability. Judges should score as close to the 

AKC Novice Obedience Rules as possible; however, the handler may choose whether the dog 

sits or stands at the halts and in the Recall exercise, and may specify sit, down or stand for the 

Stay exercise. 

 

Test basics: The dog and handler should perform in a manner similar to the AKC Novice 

Obedience requirements. After the leash is removed for the Heel Off Lead, the handler may 

gently guide the dog by the collar between exercises but may not drag the dog or jerk on the 

collar. The judge's commands for all five exercises are outlined below under Obedience 

Versatility Test Judge's Commands. 

 

Scoring exercises: There are five exercises to score. Vizslas taking this test must score at 

least 50 percent in each exercise and have an overall score of at least 65 points out of a 

possible 130 points. 

 

1. Heel on lead   20 Points 

The principal feature of this exercise is to demonstrate that the dog can respond to the 

handler's movements with little or no assistance from the handler. This exercise shall be 

executed using a standard "L" pattern as outlined in Judge's Commands, below.  

● Handler informs the judge whether the dog sits or stands on the Halts. 

● Dog and handler walk briskly. Dog should match the handler's pace. 

● Dog responds promptly to the handler's actions without commands, except for the 

Heel command when the judge says "Forward." 

● There is no Figure 8 exercise. Heel on Lead is complete when the "L" pattern is 

completed and the judge says, "Exercise Finished." 

● See Judge's Score Sheet for performance deductions and disqualifications. 

 

2. Heel off lead   20 Points 

● Before this exercise begins, the handler removes the leash and gives it to the judge or 

a steward. 

● Pattern and scoring are the same as for the Heel on Lead. 

 

3. Stand for exam  30 Points 

 The principal feature of this exercise is to demonstrate that the dog can stay in position  

 with little or no reaction during a brief examination by the judge.  

● Dog should be easily placed in a standing position by the handler. 

● Dog remains in position during the exercise. 

● Dog does not react significantly to the exam. 

● The exercise is complete when the handler returns to heel position and the judge 

says, "Exercise Finished." 

● See the Judge's Score Sheet for performance deductions and disqualifications. 

 



4. Recall    30 Points 

The principal feature of this exercise is to demonstrate that the dog can stay in position 

 until called by the handler and promptly come when called.  

● Handler informs the judge whether the dog will sit or stand when set up for the Recall. 

● Dog is easily placed in position by the handler. 

● Dog remains in position until called by the handler. 

● Dog comes promptly when called to within reach of the handler to the front or either 

side. 

● Dog is not required to finish to the Heel position. 

● This exercise is considered complete when the dog reaches the handler and the 

judge says, "Exercise Finished." 

● See the Judge's Score Sheet for performance deductions and disqualifications. 

 

5. Stay exercise   30 Points 

 The principal feature of this exercise is to demonstrate that the dog can stay in position  

 without being distracted by the other dogs in the group or from activity outside the ring.  

 This exercise shall be for three minutes, and it is performed on a six-foot leash.  

● Dog enters the ring on leash. 

● Handler informs the judge whether the dog will sit, down or stand for the Stay. 

● Dog is easily placed in position by the handler. 

● Dog remains in position and in the same location during the exercise. 

● Dog does not whine or bark during the exercise. 

● Timing for the Stay begins when the judge says, "Leave your dogs." 

● After positioning the dog, the handler goes to the end of the six-foot leash and turns to 

face the dog. 

● The exercise is complete when handlers return to their dogs at heel position and the 

judge says, "Exercise finished." 

● See the Judge's Score Sheet for performance deductions and disqualifications. 
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Versatility Obedience Test Judge’s Commands  
 

 

Prior to starting the Obedience exercises, the Judge asks the Handler the position the dog will 

take on the Halt in the Heeling exercises, on the Recall, and on the Stay exercises.  

 

The Judge should record the positions on the Score Sheet. The position options are: Sitting or 

standing at the Halt in both Heeling Exercises. Sitting or standing on the Recall. Sitting, 

standing, or in down position on the Stay Exercise.  

 

Heel on lead and Heel off lead commands  

The Heel On Lead and Heel Off Lead exercises use a standard “L” pattern. The judge may 

adapt the left and right turns for the ring set-up. 

 Are you ready?  

 Forward  

 Halt  

 Forward  

 Left Turn  

 Slow  

 Normal  

 About Turn 

 Halt  

 Forward  

 Right Turn  

 Fast  

 Normal 

 About Turn 

 Halt  

 Exercise Finished  

 

Stand for examination commands  

 Stand your dog and leave when ready.  

 Return to your dog. 

 Exercise Finished.  

 

Recall commands 

 Position your dog.  

 Leave your dog.  

 Call your dog.  

 Exercise Finished.  

 

Stay exercise commands  

 Position your dog.  

 Leave your dog.  

 Return to your dog.  

 Exercised Finished  
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