
 

 

Sari​
​
Sari was born on September 23, 1948, in Budapest, Hungary, bred by Geza Softics and owned by 

Maria Almuli.  In November 1948, Maria moved with her husband to Israel and left Sari with 

Steve Shuttack, an American serviceman.  

On August 14, 1950, US Ambassador Emmet Scanlan wrote to his friend, Frank Tallman, about 

his discovery of the Vizsla Sari and her four-day-old puppies and then arranged for transport for 

Sari and her pups, Tito and Shasta, to travel from Rome to Kansas City.   In his correspondence 

with Tallman, Scanlan added that he has never seen a finer animal and further stated that the 

Vizsla is a "Hungarian Gentleman's Hunting Dog and the only reason Sari is available is because 

her owner is being transferred to South Africa.”  Sari, Tito, and Shasta subsequently arrived at 

the Kansas City airport on October 7, 1950, to much fanfare. 



Frank Tallman was then granted special permission by the American Kennel Club to exhibit Sari 

in the miscellaneous classes at the Heart of America Kennel Club.  From the American Kennel 

Club Gazette, May 1951: 

March 17, 1951 “Mass interest was centered on the exhibit of two of the only three Vizslas in the 

United States, which were shown by Mr and Mrs Frank J Tallman, Kansas City, who own them 

jointly with Emmett Scanlan, head of the US-Italio Conciliation Commission at the US Embassy 

in Rome. Hundreds kept coming back for a closer look at these Hungarian shooting dogs, with 

their intriguing appearance and had there been pups for sale, a land office business would have 

been done. Their smooth coats gleam like burnished copper crossed with ground cinnamon and 

they move effortlessly. Sari, the dam, put up exhibitions in the field trial area that had the 

onlookers cheering and coming back to the main floor raving about the ability of the new breed. 

Unfortunately, the three Vizslas here, might well be the last, for the rest are locked behind the 

Iron Curtain with governmental orders against any blooded stock leaving Hungary. It was 

revealed by Mr Scanlan that the grand dam of Sari had been owned by Pope Pius XII” 

That summer Jack Baird, President of the Dog Writers Association of America, encouraged 

Frank Tallman to form a national breed club – and in 1953, the Magyar Vizsla Club of America is 

incorporated in Missouri with Frank Tallman as its first president, Emmet Scanlan as its 

vice-president, and Jack Baird as its secretary and executive director (amongst others).  In 1960, 

the American Kennel Club requested that the Magyar Vizsla Club change its name to the Vizsla 

Club of America.   

It can therefore be unequivocally stated that without Sari, we would not be here now. 


